
MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT

lnitial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Pursuont to the California Environmental Quality Act and CEQA Guidelines, the Mammoth Community
Water District propases to adopt a Mitigoted Negative Declorotion for the following project:

L. Project title: Update to MCWD Sludge Hauling Operatíons

2. Lead agency name and address: Mammoth Community Water District, 131-5 Meridian Blvd, P.O. Box

597, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
3. Contact person and phone number: Betty Hylton ,760-934-2596 exl.274

4. Project location: The Update to MCWD Sludge Hauling Operations is an operatíonal change to the
Distríct's hauling and disposal of sludge. Sludge wíll be stored on Distríct property at L3L5 Merídian
Blvd., Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 and then hauled from the Distríct to Russell Pass Landfill in Fallon,

Nevada, l ocated at 39' L4' 9.7" N, 1 18o44'5 L.5" E.

5. Project sponso/s name and address: Same as lead agency

6. General plan designat¡on: lndustrial

7. Zoning: Public & Quasi-Public

8. Description of Project:

The Mammoth Communíty Water District (District) provídes water and wastewater services to meet the
health and safety needs of the community of Mammoth Lakes. The District operates an activated sludge

wastewater treatment plant, one of the byproducts of which is sludge. When wastewater influent enters
the Dístrict's wastewater treatment plant, Ít first passes through grit removal (removal of small

nonorganic material such as sand and rocks) and trash removal. lnfluentthen begins the treatment
process in the primary clarifier, where the majority of solids are removed. Effluent from the primary

clarifiers ís then treated in conventional activated aeration tanks for carbonaceous biochemical oxygen

demand removal, which is followed by secondary clarifiers, tertiary media dísk fíltration, and chlorine
disinfectíon. Currently, the waste activated sludge and primary sludge is processed through an aerobic
digester, dewatered wíth a belt dewatering press (BDP), and hauled by the District to the Benton

Crossing Landfill where it is used as alternative daily cover.

With this Project, the Distríct is proposing to update íts sludge dewatering, hauling and disposal

operations. Currently, the Dístrict disposes of sludge produced by the wastewater treatment plant at the
Benton Crossing Landfíll in Mono County vía a District-owned L3-ton capacity dump truck. Sludge

hauling tríps from the District to the Benton Crossing Landfill vary from 3 to L2 trips per week depending

on demand, which fluctuates greatly due to seasonal visitation from transient populations within the
servíce boundary. On average, from 2OI5-20L9,236 annualtríps were made to Benton Crossing Landfill,

amountíng to 2,926 tons of sludge disposed of annually. However, the Benton Crossíng Landfill is

scheduled to close in 2O23.ln response, the Dístrict is considering the proposed Project to ensure

continued sludge disposal.

The Project proposes to cease hauling sludge to the Benton Crossing Landfill located at 899 Pít Road,

Crowley Lake, California and start hauling sludge to the next closest landfíll which wíll accept sludge
produced from the District, Russell Pass Landfill, which is located L7.2 míles south of Fallon, Nevada.
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The round-trip mileage from the DistrÍct to Benton Crossing Landfill is approximately 26.6 miles. The

round-trip mileage from the District to Russell Pass Landfill is approximately 288 miles. Accordingly,

vehicle miles traveled (VMT) per sludge hauling trip would íncrease by around 261.4 miles under the
Project.

The District is implementing two operational upgrades as a part of the proposed Project to decrease the
VMT to dispose of sludge waste, as described below:

t. lncrease capac¡ty and efficiency of haul¡ng tra¡ler:
The District currently utilizes a L3-ton capacity dump truck to haul and dispose of sludge at the
Benton Crossíng Landfill. Forthe proposed Project, the District would utilize three 24-ton
capacity trailers. Operating wíth three trailers would afford the District sludge storage, including
when loads are transported to the Russell Pass Landfill and avoid interfering in District
operations. ln contrast, the District's current sludge hauling operations do not allow for storage
when the dump truck is hauling the sludge. Access to sludge storage ensures that every hauling
tríp ís maximized by only hauling trailers that are filled to capacíty.

The additional hauling capacíty in each trailer would decrease the number of haulíng trips
required. Currently, the average VMT annually to díspose of sludge is 6,277 miles, with the 1-3-

ton capacity dump truck making, on average,236 tríps annually at a distance of 26.6 miles
roundtrip. lf the District continued to utilize the 13-ton capacity dump truck, the round-trip
dístance to Russell Pass Landfill (288 míles) would increase the VMT annually to díspose of
sludge to 67,968 míles. lncreased trailer capacíty would significantly decrease the number of
tríps by almost half, to an average o'Í I22 trips annually or 35,136 VMT annually.

2. lncrease sol¡ds content in sludge to reduce we¡ght:
Currently, the District utilizes a BDP that produces sludge with an average of 15% solids content
(dryness by weight), with water content to make up the remaining 85%. ln 2019, the District
completed a pilot study utilizíng a screw press to increase the solids content of the sludge (Patel,

2019). The pilot study found that the screw press produces, on average, 24.7% solids content.
lncreased solids content reduces the water ín sludge and overall tonnage required to be hauled.
On average, the District's wastewater treatment plant produces 439 tons of solids annually. The

currently implemented BDP technology results ín the District hauling a total of 2,926 tons of
sludge annually. Upgrading to a screw press would reduce the tonnage of sludge hauled by
increasing the solids content which reduces the water to solids ratio ín the sludge, thus reducing
the weight and volume of sludge produced. Specifically, increased solids contentto 24.7Yo as a

result of the screw press, reduces sludge hauled, on average, to 7,777 tons annually. The
reduction ín tonnage hauled to L,777 reduces the number of trips (with utilization of the larger
capacity trailers) to 74 trips annually for an average of 21,324 VMT annually.

The proposed Project is prímarily a sludge hauling operatíonal change, with two upgrades
implemented to reduce the number of trips requíred to dispose of District sludge.

9. Surrounding land uses and sett¡ng:
The District property is surrounded by United States Forest Service managed lands and is zoned
public & quasi-public. The proposed trailer storage location for the Project is located withín an

existing building (the press building) and adjacentto the press building, on an already paved surface,
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located on District property. To the west, across Merídían Boulevard, is the lndustrial Park for the
Town of Mammoth Lakes. State Highway 203 runs northeast of Dístrict property. A paved, multi-use
path crosses beneath Meridian Boulevard and runs near the southwestern portíon of the Dístrict
property. The Project's storage trailers will not be seen from any of the roads or multi-use paths.

The transportation component of the Project occurs solely on existing roadways, including: CA-203,

U.S. 395, CA\67, State Rte. 359 and U.S.95.

10. Other publ¡c agenc¡es whose approval is required:
No other public agency approvals are required. The proposed Project is compliant with the District's
Wastewater Discharge Requirements promulgated by the State of Californía Lahontan Regional

Water Quality Control Board.
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at

least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant lmpact" as indicated by the checklist on the following
pages.

I Aesthetics tr

tr Biological Resources !
Greenhouse Gastr!
tmtsstons

! Land Use / Planning tr
n Population / Housing !
! Transportation/Trafficn

n Mandatory Findings of
Signíficance

Agrículture and Forestry ¡
Resclrrrces

Cultural Resources n
Hazards & Hazardous

Materials n

Mineral Resources ¡

Public Services fl

Air Quality

Geology /Soils

Hydrology / Water

Quality

Noise

Recreation

Utilities/Service
Sr¡qtcmc

Tribal Cultural Resources

s

Printed Name and Title: Betty Hylton, Senior Analyst

DETERMINATION:

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

! I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a

NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

E I fínd that although the proposed project could have a signifícant effect on the envíronment, there
will not be a signíficant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed

to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION wíll be prepared.

! I find that the proposed project MAY have a sígnificant effect on the environment, and an

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

n I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentíally significant impact" or "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect L) has been adequately

analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by

mítigatíon measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is requíred, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be

addressed.

! I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,

because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mítigated
pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that
are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

3-L" -Zozc:

Mammoth Community Water District

Date
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Sígnificant with Less Than

Mitigation Significant

lncorporated lmpact

No

lmpact

l. AESTHETICS. Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a sceníc

vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resorlrces,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state
scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or
glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

Aesthetics:

The District property is located on the eastern edge of the Town of Mammoth Lakes' Urban Growth

Boundary. The Town has designated this area as industrial, pursuant to the Town of Mammoth Lakes

General Plan. An industrial park is located across Meridian Boulevard to the west. Highway 203 is

ímmedíately north of the property and Highway 395 is about 1.5 miles east.

Currently, the District stores the dump truck inside the existing dewatering building. The trailers for the
proposed Project are sized to allow the three trailers to be stored insíde the dewatering building. When

weather permits, one traíler may be stored directly next to the dewatering building. Traílers will only be

stored outdoors when empty. lf a trailer contaíns sludge, it will be stored inside of the dewatering

buildíng. The outdoor storage location is not visible from any of the properties or roads adjacent to the
District's property.

The Project ís primarily a route change for hauling sludge. The hauling route occurs solely on existing

roadways that already have tractor-trailer use occurring regularly. Upgrades related to the proposed

Project occur inside an existing building, and as previously mentioned, trailers are stored in or adjacent

to existing buildings. Accordingly, the proposed Project would not substantially impact aesthetic

resources.

¡

ntr

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant wÍth
Mitigation

lncorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

No

lmpact

ll. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES. ln
determiníng whether impacts to agricultural
resou rces a re sign if ícant envi ronmental effects,
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpact
No

lmpact

lead agencies may refer to the California
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment
Model {1997) prepared by the California Dept. of
Conservation as an optional model to use in
assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. ln
determining whether impacts to forest resources,
including timberland, are signíficant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to
information compiled by the Californía
Department of Forestry and Fire Protectíon
regarding the state's inventory offorest land,
íncluding the Forest and Range Assessment
Proiect and the Forest Legacv Assessment
proiect; and forest carbon measurement
methodology provided in Forest Protocols
adopted by the California Air Resources Board.
Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewíde lmportance (Farmland), as

shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of
the Calífornia Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoníng for agricultural
use, or a Wílliamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause

rezoning of, forest land (as defíned in Publíc

Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as

defined by Public Resources Code section 4526),
or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as

defined by Government Code sectíon 51104(e))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion
of forest land to non-forest use?

e) lnvolve other changes in the existing
envíronment which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land
to non-forest use?

D tr

n
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Agricu ltu re and Forestry Resources:

The proposed storage of trailers associated with the Project would be solely on Dístrict's property. The
property is adjacent to the lnyo National Forest, however, the property has not been identified by the
Town of Mammoth Lakes as subject to the Williamson Act and is índustrial in nature. The transportation
route occurs solely on exísting roadways. The Project does not disturb any undeveloped land, conflict
wíth zoning, or convert land to a different land use. Therefore, the proposed Project will have no impact
on agricultural and forest resources.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with Less Than

Mitigation Significant

lncorporated lmpact

No

lmpact

lll. AIR QUALITY. Where available, the significance
criteria established by the applicable air qualitv

management or air pollutíon control district may
be relied upon to make the following
determinatíons. Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air
quality violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for whích the
project region is non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard (including releasing emissíons which
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

d) Expose sensítive receptors to substantial
poll utant concentrations?

e)Create objectionable odors affecting a

substantial number of people?

Air Quality:

The Great Basin Unifíed Air Pollution Control District (GBUAPCD) and the California Air Resources Board
govern air quality íssues for the Project location. ln addition, The Town of Mammoth Lakes (TOML) has

an Air Quality Management Plan prepared for the PMl-0 State lmplementatíon Plan. The proposed

Project's only modífícation to the wastewater treatment plant process ís upgrading the dewatering
system with a screw press. This upgrade would not generate new PML0 particles or any criteria
pollutant from the wastewater treatment plant. Moreover, because the Project's treatment process will
remain predominantly unchanged, it would not result in any increase in volatile compound emissíons or
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odors from existing conditions. Trailers will only be stored outdoors when empty. lf a trailer contains
sludge, it wíll be stored inside of the dewatering building until being hauled to prevent production of
addítional odors.

One mile of the proposed Project's sludge hauling route occurs within the TOML, and there is no

increase of mileage traveled within the TOML boundary when compared to the current sludge hauling
operation. Accordingly, the proposed Project does not affect the traffic volume limits identified in the
TOML Air Quality Management Plan (TOML, 20L3).

The additional VMT required by the proposed Project results in íncreased emissions from diesel truck(s)
Discussion regarding emissions as a result of the proposed Project is included under the Part Vll,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions analysis. The primary source of air pollutants identified in the GBUAPCD Air

Qualíty Monitoring Network Plan are wind-blown dust from dry lakebeds, wood smoke and road

cinders. Accordingly, the proposed Project will not result in the production of significant pollutants or
significantly impact air quality.

Potent¡ally

Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with Less Than

Mitigation Significant

Incorporated lmpact

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES:

Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either
dírectly or through habitat modífications, on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or
special status specíes in local or regional plans,
polícíes, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and
Wíldlife Service?

b) Have a substantíal adverse effect on any
ríparían habítat or other sensítive natural
communíty identified in local or regional plans,
policíes, regulations or by the California
Department of Físh and 6ame or US Fish and
Wíldlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally
protected wetlands as defined by Sectíon 404 of
the Clean Water Act (íncludíng, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)through direct
remova l, fill ing, hydrol ogícal interru ption, or
other means?

d) lnterfere substantially with the movement of
any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or wíth established native resident or

tr

No

lmpact

E
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with less Than

Mitigation Significant

lncorporated lmpact

No

lmpact

migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wíldlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservatíon policy or ordinance?

f) Conflíct with the provísions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Communitv
Conservatíon Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

Biological Resources:

Special-status species include plants or animals that are listed as threatened or endangered under the
federal and/or CaliforniaEndangeredSpecíesAct,speciesidentifiedbytheCaliforniaDepartmentof Fish

and Wíldlife as a California Species of Specíal Concern, are either rare, threatened, or endangered.

Operational changes due to the proposed Project do not cause disturbance on any undisturbed land.
The screw press upgrade occurs within an existing building, trailer storage is within an existing building
or directly adjacent to the building on an existíng paved surface, and all travel occurs on established,

well-traveled roads. Because the Project's operations would not affect any lísted species or their
habitats, the proposed Project will not substantially impact biologícal resources.

E

n

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with less Than

Mitigation Significant

lncorporated lmpact

No

lmpact

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project

a) Cause a substantial adverse change ín the
srgn ifícance of a hístorícal resource as defíned in

s 1s064.s?

b) Cause a substantíal adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource
pursuant to 5 15064.5?

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?

d) Disturb any human remains, including those
interred outside of dedicated cemeteries?

E

tr

Mammoth Community Water District

n
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Cultural Resources:

No historical or cultural resources have been identífíed in the Town of Mammoth Lakes Urban Growth
Boundary, whích íncludes the District property (TOML, 20071. Because the proposed Project would
utilize the currently existing wastewater treatment location adjacent to Dístrict facilities for treatment, it
would not provide additional disturbance on any undeveloped land and soils than currently exists.

Therefore, the proposed Project would not impact cultural resources.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with Less Than

Miligation Significant

lncorporated lmpact

Vl. GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of
loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as

delineated on the most recent Alquíst-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines Geolosv Special

Publication 42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

iii) Seismic-related grou nd fail ure, including
liquefaction?

iv) Landslídes?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is

unstable, or that would become unstable as a

result of the project, and potentially result in on-
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, líquefaction or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined ín

Table 18-1-8 of the Uníform Building Code (L994),

creating substantial rísks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting
the use of septic tanks or alternative waste water
dísposal systems where sewers are not avaílable
for the dísposal of waste water?

No

lmpact

tr

¡

E

tr

tr

E

tr

n
tr

tr

I

tr
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Geology and Soils:

Bedrock of the Mammoth Lakes Basin comprises Paleozoic meta-sediments, Mesozoic metavolcanics,

and Cretaceous granitic rocks. These rocks are well exposed on the steep southern border of the
watershed and are a part of the backbone or batholith of the Sierra Nevada. The basement rocks slope

steeply north and are presumed to underlie the younger sediments of the caldera formed Mammoth
Basin at depths greater than 500 feet.

The proposed Project would not expose people to risks greater than currently existing ambient
conditions from seismic events. The proposed Project would utilize the existing wastewater treatment
plant. Operational changes due to the proposed Project do not cause disturbance on any undisturbed
land. The screw press upgrade occurs within an existing building, trailer storage is within an existing

building or directly adjacent to the building on already paved surface and all travel occurs on

established, well-traveled roads. Project operations would not affect the District property's existing
geologic environment, and likewise the Dístrict property's existing geologic environment would not
affect Project operations. Therefore, the proposed Project would not substantially impact geology and

soil resources.

VII. GREENHOU GAS EMISSIONS. Would the
project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant
impact on the environment?

b) Conflict wíth an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing
the emissions of greenhouse gases?

Less Than

Significant with less Than

Mitigation Significant

lncorporated lmpact

tr

Potentially
Significant

lmpact
!

No

lmpact

!

Greenhouse Gas Emissions:

The baseline against which to compare potential impacts of the Project includes the natural and

anthropogenic drivers of global climate change, íncluding worldwide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

from human activity. The Distríct is located within the Town of Mammoth Lakes (TOML), Mono County.

TOML does not have its own GHG plan or policy. Accordingly, the impact analysis for the proposed

Project relies on guidelines, analyses, policy, and plans for reducing GHG emissions established by the
California Air Resources Board (CARB).

Additionally, the Great Basin Unífied Air Pollution Control District (GBUAPCD), a regional government

agency that serves Alpine, Mono, and lnyo Counties which enforces federal, state, and local air qualíty

regulatíons, does not have established CEQA thresholds of significance for GHG emissions.

Consequently, GBUAPCD recommends usÍng Mojave Desert Air Quality Management Dístrict's
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(MDAQMC) CEQA and Federal Conformity Guidelines. These guidelines were used to determine
thresholds of significance for this Project.

Table L - Signíficant Emissions Thresholds - (MDAQMC,2O2O, p.9l

Criteria Pollutant Annual Threshold
fshort tons)

Daily Threshold
(nounds)

Greenhouse Gases (CO2e) l0û,û00 548.0CI0

Carbon Monoxide (CO) I00 548
Oxides of-Nitrogen (NO") 25 t37
Volatile Orsanic Cornpounds (VOC) 25 137

Oxides of Sulftir (SO") 25 137

Particulate Matter (PMro) l5 8Z

Particulate lvfarer (PMz s) 12 65

Ilvdrosen Sulfrde (HzSJ It 54
Lead fPb) CI.6

The Project proposes to cease hauling sludge to the Benton Crossing Landfill located at 899 Pit Rd,

Crowley Lake, California and start hauling sludge to the next closest landfill which will accept sludge

produced from the District, Russell Pass Landfill, L7.2 míles south of Fallon, Nevada. The round-trip
mileage from the Dístrict to Benton Crossing Landfill is 26.6 miles. The round-trip míleage from the
District to Russell Pass Landfill is 288 miles. Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) per sludge hauling trip would
increase by 261,.4 miles under the Project. Two measures are being ímplemented to reduce the number

of VMT annually as a result of the proposed Project, detailed below:

L. lncrease capacity and efficiency of haul¡ng tra¡ler:
The District currently utilizes a L3-ton capacity dump truck to haul and díspose of sludge at the
Benton Crossing Landfill. For the proposed Project, the District would utilize three 24-ton
capacity trailers. Operating with three traílers would afford the Dístrict sludge storage, including
when loads are transported to the Russell Pass Landfill and avoid ínterfering in District
operations. ln contrast, the District's current sludge haulíng operations do not allow for storage
when the dump truck is hauling the sludge. Access to sludge storage ensures that every hauling
trip is maximized by only hauling trailers that are filled to capacity.

The additional haulíng capacíty in each trailer would decrease the number of haulíng trips
required. Currently, the average VMT annually to dispose of sludge is 6,277 míles, with the 13-

ton capacity dump truck making, on average, 236 trips annually at a distance of 26.6 miles
roundtríp. lf the District continued to utilize the L3-ton capacity dump truck, the round-trip
distance to Russell Pass Landfill (288 miles) would increase the VMT annually to dispose of
sludge to 67,968 miles. lncreased trailer capacity would significantly decrease the number of
trips by almost half, to an average of 122 trips annually or 35,L36 VMT annually.

2, lncrease sol¡ds content in sludge to reduce weight:
Currently, the District utilízes a BDP that produces sludge with an average of 15% solids content
(dryness by weight), with water content to make up the remaining 85%. ln 2019, the District
completed a pilot study utilizing a screw press to íncrease the solids content of the sludge (Patel,

2019). The pilot study found that the screw press produces, on average, 24.7% solids content.
lncreased solids content reduces the water in sludge and overall tonnage required to be hauled.
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On average, the District's wastewater treatment plant produces 439 tons of solids annually. The
currently implemented BDP technology results in the District hauling a total of 2,926 tons of
sludge annually. Upgrading to a screw press would reduce the tonnage of sludge hauled by
increasing the solíds content which reduces the water to solids ratio in the sludge, thus reducing
the weight and volume of sludge produced. Specífícally, increased solids contentto 24.7%o as a

result of the screw press, reduces sludge hauled, on average, to L,777 tons annually. The
reduction in tonnage hauled to I,777 reduces the number of trips (with utílization of the larger
capacity trailers) to 74 trips annually for an average of 2I,324 VMT annually.

As described above, and with the implementation of these mitigation measures, the proposed Project

would result ín an increase, on average, of 2L,324 VMT annually. Diesel engines mainly emit four
pollutants: carbon dioxide (CO2), carbon monoxide (CO), particulate matter (PM), and oxides of nitrogen
(NOx). Currently, the Distríct-owned dump truck manufactured in 2006 is classified as a medíum-heavy
duty diesel ínstate construction truck. With a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 26,000 pounds,

the dump truck travels 6,277 miles and emits an average of 7.15 tons of CO2, .0L3 tons of CO, .003 tons
of PM10, and .043 tons of NOx annually.

The proposed Project would utilize a T7 heavy-heavy duty diesel tractor to haul the 24-ton capacity
trailers. This increase in VMT lo 2L,324-would produce an average of 32.47 tons of CO2, .004 tons of
CO, .0014 tons of PML0, and .085 tons of NOx annually. Consequently, the proposed Project would
result in an increase of 25.32 tons of CO2, and 0.04 tons of NOx annually, but would actually result in a
decrease of PM10 particulates and CO. Emissions calculations were completed utilizíng the California Air
Resource Board's Mobile Source Emissions lnventory - Modeling Tools.

Table 2 - Summary of Proposed Project's Emissions

*Averoge calculated utilizing District sludge disposal tonnage from 20L5-2019

Per the MDAQMC thresholds in Table 1- above, none of the pollutants that would be generated by the
Project exceed the significance thresholds that would establish a sígnificant impact.

The District would additionally require that tractors utilized for the proposed Project comply with CARB

heavy-duty diesel vehicle regulations. Accordingly, the proposed Project would also not interfere with
any applicable plan, policy, or regulatíon adopted for the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Utilizing the above mitigation measures, although the proposed Project results in an íncrease in VMT, it
would not exceed the significance thresholds establíshed by MDAQMD, or interfere with any other
applicable plan, policy, or regulation, and therefore would not result in a substantial impact on GHG

emissions.

Update to MCWD Sludge Hauling Operations
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Criteria Pollutant co2 co PMlO NOx

Current Operations Annual Emíssions* 7.L54 0.013 0.003 0.043

Proposed Project Annual Emissions* 32.476 0.004 0.00L 0.085

Annual Gain in Emissionsfrom Project* 25.322 -0.009 -0.002 0.042

MDAQMD Annual Significant Emissions Threshold 100,000 100 L5 25
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with Less Than

Mitigation Significant

lncorporated lmpact
No

lmpact

VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.

Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use,

or disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the
environment?

c) Emit hazardous emíssions or handle hazardous
or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or
waste wíthin one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list
of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a

result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use

airport, would the project result in a safety
hazard for people residing or working in the
project area?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project result ín a safety
hazard for people resíding or working in the
project area?

g) lmpair implementation of or physically

interfere with an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a signíficant risk
of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires,
including where wíldlands are adjacent to
urbanized areas or where residences are
interm ixed with wildlands?

!n

Mammoth Community Water District Update to MCWD Sludge Hauling Operations
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Hazards and Hazardous Materials:

ln accordance with title 40, part 503 of The Code of Federal Regulation sludge produced by the District is
considered non-hazardous. The proposed Project does not require the use of, cause the emissíon of, or
expose the public to any hazardous materials. Therefore, the proposed Project would not have a

substantíal impact on hazardous materials.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

No

lmpact

lX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the
project:

a) Violate any water qualiW standards or waste
discharge requ irements?

b) Substantially deplete sroundwater supplies or
interfere su bstantially with grou ndwater
recharge such that there would be a net deficit in
aquífer volume or a lowering of the local
groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate
of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level
which would not support existing land uses or
planned uses for which permits have been
granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern
of the site or area, íncluding through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a
manner which would result in substantial erosion
or siltation on- or off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, íncluding through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river, or
substantíally increase the rate or amount of
surface runoff ín a manner which would result in
flooding on- or off-site?

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned

stormwater drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

g) Place housing wíthin a 1-00-year flood hazard
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard
Boundarv or Flood lnsurance Rate Map or other
flood hazard delineation map?

!tr
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

n

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

fI

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

fl

No

lmpact

Eh) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area
structures which would impede or redirect flood
flows?

i) Expose people or structures to a sígnificant risk
of loss, injury or death involving flooding,
including flooding as a result of the failure of a
levee or dam?

j) lnundation by seiche, tsunamí, or mudflow? n

Hydrology and Water Quality:

The proposed Project would not modify the díscharge of effluent from the District's wastewater treatment
plant. Additionally, it would not contribute to a violation of water quality standards because no díscharge

of hazardous materials or runoff would occur as a result of the Project. The Project does not require the
use of additional water to be completed. As a result, there will be no ímpact to groundwater depletion,
runoff, or water quality. There are no identified flood hazards or risks of seiche, tsunami, or mudflows ín

vicinity of the Project locatíon. Accordingly, the proposed Project would not result ín a substantial impact
to hydrology and water quality.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with Less Than

Mitigation Significant

lncorporated lmpact

No

lmpact

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING. Would the project:

a) Physically divide an established community?

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan,
policy, or regulation of an agency with
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not
limíted to the general plan, specifíc plan, local

coastal program, or zoníng ordínance) adopted
for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an

environmental effect?

c) Conflía with any applicable habítat
conservation plan or natural communíty
conservatíon plan?

Land Use and Planning:

Pursuant to Títle L7 of the Town of Mammoth Lakes' Municipal Code and General Plan, the zoning

designation for the District property is Publíc & Quasí-Public and it is designated for industrial use. There

Update to MCWD Sludge Hauling Operations
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are no residential communities adjacent to the District's property and no Habitat Conservation or Natural

Community Conservation plans have been adopted for the Mammoth Lakes area. All travel occurs on

existing roadways. The route change and storage of trailers on District property will have no impact to
land use and planning.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact
n

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

n

No

lmpact

E

Xl. MINERAL RESQURCES. Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known
mineral resource that would be of value to the
region and the residents of the state?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-
important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or
other land use plan?

Mineral Resources:

No mineral resources have been identified in the Project location; therefore no impacts to mineral

resources would result from Project approval.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with Less Than

Mitigation Significant

Incorporated lmpact
No

lmpact

Xll. NOISE -- Would the project result in:

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise
levels in excess of standards established in the
local general plan or noÍse ordínance, or
applicable standards of other agencies?

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive grou ndborne vibration or groundborne
noíse levels?

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient
noíse levels in the project vicinity above levels
existing without the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in

ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above
levels existing without the project?

e) For a project located withín an aírport land use
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public aírport or public use

airport, would the project expose people residing

!

tr
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

No

lmpact

or working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project expose people residing
or working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

E

Noise:

The proposed Project síte for loading the sludge trailer ís removed from residential areas, and

equipment is only deployed during normal business hours. The new travel route ís on existing roadways.

The amount of sludge loaded will not increase. The proposed Project does not result in the addition of
any noise; therefore, there is no impact.

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpect

No

lmpact

Xlll. POPULATION AND HOUSING. Would the
project:

a) lnduce substantial population growth in an

area, either directly (for example, by proposíng

new homes and busínesses) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructu re)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing
housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of people,

necessítating the constructíon of replacement
housing elsewhere?

tr

Population and Hous¡ng:

The proposed Project does not contemplate constructing new residential or commercial structures, or
displacíng existing housing, and ís not antícipated to induce population growth. The Project would be

carried out on an already-utilized portion of the District property and existing roadways. Therefore,

approval of the proposed Project wíll have no impacts on population and housing.

Update to MCWD Sludge Hauling Operations
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with Less Than

Mitigation Significant

lncorporated lmpact

No

lmpact

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES.

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provisíon of
new or physically altered governmental facilities,
need for new or physically altered governmental
facílities, the construction of which could cause

significant environmental impacts, in order to
maintain acceptable servíce ratios, response
times or other performance objectives for any of
the public services:

Fire protection?

Police protection?

Schools?

Parks?

Other pu blic facil ities?

Public Services:

The Project would not create a need for additional public servíces, as it likely would not impact any

currently existing public services or induce population growth such that those servíces would be

affected. Accordingly, the proposed Project would not impact publíc services.

tr

¡
tr
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact
tr

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpact
No

lmpact

tr

E

XV. RECREATION

a) Would the project increase the use of existing
neíghborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility would occur
or be accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreatíonal facilities
or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facílities which míght have an

adverse physical effect on the envíronment?

Recreation:

I
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The Project would not increase the need or use of recreational facilities. Accordingly, there will be no

ímpact to recreatíon.

XVI. TRAN SPO RTATIO N/TRAFFI C.

Would the project:

a) Conflíct with an applicable plan, ordinance or
policy establishing measures of effectiveness for
the performance of the círculation system, taking
into account all modes of transportation
including mass transit and non-motorized travel
and relevant components of the circulation
system, including but not limited to intersections,
streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and
bicycle paths, and mass transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion
management program, including, but not limited
to level of service standards and travel demand
measures, or other standards established by the
county congestíon management agency for
designated roads or highways?

c) Result in a change in aír traffic patterns,
including eíther an increase in traffic levels or a

change in location that results in substantial
safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatíble uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

e) Result Ín inadequate emergency access?

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or
programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or
pedestrian facilities, or otherwíse decrease the
performance or safety of such facilities?

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

tr

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

!

No

lmpact

E

tr
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tr

n
a
tr
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Tra nspo rtatio n/Traff ic:

The Project would not directly impact transportation facilities or traffic circulatíon or transportation
management plans. All travel as a result of the proposed Project would occur on existing, utilized

roadways that are approved for tractor trailer travel, including Highway C4203, C4395, NVl"67, NV359

and NV95. The proposed Project would actually significantly decrease the number of trips locally and

would only increase longer-haul trips on the designated highways by approximately ten trips per month
Accordingly, the proposed Project would not impact transportation.

Update to MCWD Sludge Hauling Operations
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

Incorporated

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

XVII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

a ) Would the project cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a tribal cultural
resource, defíned in Public Resources Code

section 2L074 as either a site, feature, place,

cultural landscape that is geographically defined
in terms of the size and scope of the landscape,
sacred place, or object with cultural value to a

California Natíve American tribe, and that is:

i) Listed or eligíble for listíng in the California
Regíster of Historical Resources, or in a local
register of historical resources as defined in
Publíc Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

ii) A resource determíned by the lead agency, in
its díscretion and supported by substantial
evidence, to be sígnificant pursuant to critería
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources

Code Section 5024.1. ln applying the criteria set
forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code

Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider
the significance of the resource to a Calífornia
Native American tribe.

n

No

lmpact

tr

tr

Tribal Cultural Resources:

The proposed Project is not located on Tribal land, and does not have artifacts that have been
potentially identified as a signíficant tribal cultural resource. The Project will have no impact on Tribal

Cultural Resources.

¡

XVIII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.

Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of
the applicable Resional Water Qualitv Control
Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new
water or wastewater treatment facílities or
expansion of existing facilities, the construction
of which could cause sígnificant environmental
effects?

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

n

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

lncorporated

tr

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

D

No

lmpact

tr
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Potentially
Significant

lmpact

Less Than

Signifi,cant with Less Than

Mitigation Significant

Incorporated lmpact
No

lmpact

c) Requíre or result in the constructíon of new
storm water drainage facilities or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of whích could
cause significant environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to
serve the project from existing entitlements and
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements
needed?

n

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider which serves or may serve
the project that it has adequate capacity to serve
the project's projected demand in addition to the
provider's existing com mitments?

f) Be served by a landfillwith sufficient permitted
capacity to accommodate the project's solid
waste disposal needs?

g) Comply wíth federal, state, and local statutes
and regulations related to solid waste?

Utilities and Service Systems:

The proposed Project would not result in expansion of the existing water or wastewater facility. No

constríction or expansion of storm water draínage facilities would occur because of the proposed

Project. The Project proposes to make an operational change as a solution for sludge disposal from the
Dístrict's wastewater treatment plant; therefore, no water is required for the Project and there would
be no impact on water supplies. This operational change is necessary due to the upcoming closure of the
Benton Crossíng Landfill. Underthe proposed Project, the District's sludge disposal operations would
contínue to comply wíth the District's Wastewater Discharge Requírements enforced by the State of
California Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, which require recording quantíty, disposal,

and storage of sludge as well as periodíc sampling.

n

Potentially
Significant

lmpact

n

Less Than

Significant with
Mitigation

Incorporated

¡

Less Than

Significant

lmpact

n

No

lmpact

ElXIX. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade
the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife specíes,
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Less Than

Potentially Significant with Less Than

Significant Mitigation Significant No

lmpact lncorporated lmpact lmpact

cause a fish or wíldlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant

or animal communíty, reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or
anímal or elimínate important examples of the
major periods of Californía history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are ! ! n E
indivídually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? ("Cu m u latively considerable"
means that the incremental effects of a project
are considerable when viewed in connection with
the effects of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of probable
future projects)?

c) Does the project have environmental effects tr n n tr
which will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either dírectly or indirectly?

As previously discussed, the proposed Project would primarily be an operational change to the Distríct's

sludge handling and hauling operations as a result of the closing of the currently-utilízed Benton

Crossíng Landfíll. The proposed Project would only affect disturbed areas of land located on the District's
property and existíng, travelled roadways. The only identified impacts would be increased GHG

emíssíons created due to an addition ín VMT. However, this impact would be mitigated with a larger

capacity hauling trailer and íncreased solids content in Dístrict's sludge to less-than-significant levels as

established by the MDAQMC CEQA and Federal Conformity Guidelines significance thresholds.

Accordingly, because the proposed Project as described above would not result in effects on any other
environmental resources considering the implementatíon of the above mitigation measures, the Project

would not result ín a significant ímpact to the environment, either directly, indirectly, or cumulatively.

References

2013. Air Quality Management Plan for the Town of Mammoth Lakes - 20L3, Draft Update. Prepared for
OM - 10 State lmplementation Plan

2007. Town of Mammoth Lakes (TOML). Town of Mammoth Lakes 2005 General Plan Update, SCH No

200304215

2020. Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District: Calífornia Environmental Quality Act and Federal

Conformity Guídelines

201"9. Patel, Rik. Report on Piloting of the PWTech Volute Dewatering Press at the Mammoth

Community Water Distríct WWTP

Update to MCWD Sludge Hauling Operations
Page | 23

Mammoth Community Water District



  1 

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
PLANNING DIVISION 

P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
Phone: (760) 965-3630   Fax: (760) 934-8608 

www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
March 27, 2020 
 
Mammoth Community Water District  
Attn: Betty Hylton  
PO Box 597 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hylton: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the MCWD Sludge Hauling Operations MND.  The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes recognizes the need to update the MCWD sludge hauling operations due to the expected 
closure of Benton Crossing Landfill. Staff has considered the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed 
project and has the following comment: 
 

• The MND proposes the implementation of a screw press to reduce the water content in the sludge. 
Please identify how the excess water that has been removed from the sludge will be managed.  

 
We appreciate your consideration of these comments. Please contact Gina Montecallo, Assistant Planner 
(gmontecallo@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov), if you have any questions regarding these comments.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gina Montecallo, Assistant Planner 
CC: Sandra Moberly, Community & Economic Development Director 
Town of Mammoth Lakes  

http://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/
mailto:gmontecallo@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov


 

POB 597 | Mammoth Lakes CA 93546 | 760.934.2596 
“Water is our future” 

 
 
 
 
 
April 01, 2020 
 
Town of Mammoth Lakes 
PO Box 1609 
Mammoth Lakes CA  93546 
 
Attn:  Gina Montecallo, Assistant Planner 
 
 
Re: Response to Comment on Mitigated Negative Declaration regarding MCWD Sludge 
 Hauling Operations 
 
Dear Ms. Montecallo, 
 
On March 27, 2020, the comment below was received regarding a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
prepared by the Mammoth Community Water District (MCWD) regarding changes to MCWD Sludge 
Hauling Operations.  
 
Comment Received:  
  
 The MND proposes the implementation of a screw press to reduce the water content in the 
 sludge. Please identify how the excess water that has been removed from the sludge will be 
 managed.  
 
 
MCWD Response: 
 
 Excess water that is removed from the sludge as a result of upgrading to a screw press will 
 be returned to the head of the wastewater treatment plant. Similar to the water that is 
 removed from the sludge utilizing the current belt dewatering press, all water removed 
 from sludge is sent back to the head of the wastewater treatment plant where it starts the 
 treatment process from the beginning.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Betty Hylton 
Senior Analyst 
 
 
Enclosures (1)  
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COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
PLANNING DIVISION 

P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
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www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov  
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Mammoth Lakes recognizes the need to update the MCWD sludge hauling operations due to the expected 
closure of Benton Crossing Landfill. Staff has considered the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed 
project and has the following comment: 
 

• The MND proposes the implementation of a screw press to reduce the water content in the sludge. 
Please identify how the excess water that has been removed from the sludge will be managed.  

 
We appreciate your consideration of these comments. Please contact Gina Montecallo, Assistant Planner 
(gmontecallo@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov), if you have any questions regarding these comments.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gina Montecallo, Assistant Planner 
CC: Sandra Moberly, Community & Economic Development Director 
Town of Mammoth Lakes  
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